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	Olympic Park addresses London’s need for family homes


Five neighbourhoods, with much-needed family homes, are at the heart of long-term plans outlined today for the Olympic Park. 

The Olympic Park Legacy Company has responded to public and market demand with its focus on family homes and homes with gardens. A network of facilities including new schools, nurseries, health centres, faith and community spaces are planned to support them. 

The long-term ambition for development over 25 years will see up to 11,000 new homes, including the Olympic Village flats. Plans will combine tradition and innovation in modern versions of London’s Georgian and Victorian squares and terraces, as well as riverside properties stretching along the banks of the Park’s rejuvenated waterways. 
The Legacy Company’s housing strategy has taken into consideration the number of high-density developments already being planned for the local area, the current state of the market, the positive response by developers and, importantly, the desire of local people who will want to live, work and bring up their families in the area. The number of affordable homes will be in line with the London Plan.
Margaret Ford, Chair of the Olympic Park Legacy Company, said: 

“The Olympic Park will bring together the best traditions of London’s architecture and design to create a family-focused environment, set alongside world class cultural attractions and open spaces, within a new part of the city. 

“We have responded to the views of the local community, to deliver much needed family housing in London together with great educational and community facilities.”
Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, said: 


"I am extremely pleased that there is such a focus on delivering family-sized homes in this unique, new district emerging in our city. As well as the desperate need in London for larger homes, I can not think of a better place for families to settle and children to grow up. It is they who will create the vibrant new communities so important for its success. And along with the fantastic new leisure and recreational facilities at the heart of our legacy plans, they will help make this a must-visit destination for Londoners and visitors alike."
Andrew Altman, Chief Executive of the Olympic Park Legacy Company, said:

“The Olympic Park will become of the great estates of the 21st Century, inspired by the best of London where parks and neighbourhoods work together to create successful communities.”  
The first of the five neighbourhoods to be developed will be in the north-east of the Park, with work due to commence in 2014. 

Five family neighbourhoods
The five distinctive neighbourhoods will be built around the unique set of sporting venues, parklands and revitalised waterways. 

Two new neighbourhoods, one in the north-east and north-west, will flank the north park’s river valley. A mixture of family homes in the form of town houses, mews houses and maisonettes, as well as flats, will be built to the north of the Olympic Village in the north-east neighbourhood. It is planned that these will be served by a primary school, nursery, community and health centres. 
A new high street connection will run between the neighbourhood and the adjacent Olympic Village development, forming a key link between Leyton and Hackney Wick. 

The north-west of the Park, next to Hackney Wick, will feature a mixed-use neighbourhood with a signature housing crescent, along with town houses, mews maisonettes and apartments. These will be built within a new creative district incorporating the Press and Broadcast Centres. A primary school, two nurseries and a community centre, with shops and residential moorings set in a marina, are planned to serve the area. The multi-use arena will be a hub for communities, offering a variety of indoor sports, cultural and business events. 

The Old Ford area, in the south-west, will have canal-side housing with a mixture of town houses, maisonettes and apartments built next to the Lea Navigation Canal. The aim is for this neighbourhood to include a primary school, nursery, community and health centres. A new road bridge and a footbridge will also be introduced to improve connections to neighbouring Fish Island. 

The largest neighbourhood will sit between Stratford City and the Stadium in Newham, where Stratford City meets the waterfront. It will be split into three sections. 

One will sit either side of the Aquatics Centre and will primarily be waterfront apartments stretching along the Waterworks River. 

A mixture of houses and apartments stretching along the Waterworks and City Mill Rivers will sit to the south of the ArcelorMittal Orbit. The development could also include a community centre and nursery. 

Maisonettes, with private gardens, and flats with courtyards and balconies are planned for the area directly to the south of the Stadium. The area, which can be accessed on foot from Pudding Mill Lane station, could also house a community centre and a nursery. 

The fifth neighbourhood will sit to the south-east of the Stadium in Newham, near Pudding Mill Station. Family homes will stretch along the Bow Back River in the neighbourhood which will include town houses and flats sitting in the areas either side of Newham High Street. They would be centred around a nursery, community and health centres with the ambition to develop a secondary school with a sixth form. The area will also comprise allotments and light-industrial employment with a plan to have studios, small offices and workshops for use by small businesses and social enterprises. The street level of properties on the High Street will be on offer for shops and other commercial opportunities. 

· CGI images of how the future Olympic Park could look are available to download from www.legacycompany.co.uk/legacy-plans
ENDS
Notes for editors 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company was established in May 2009 by its founders, the Government and Mayor of London, as a public sector not-for profit company, responsible for the long term planning, development, management and maintenance of the Olympic Park.

For further information contact Andreas Christophorou at the Olympic Park Legacy Company Media Team on +44 (0)20 3288 1777, +44 (0) 7817 386 499 or email: press@legacycompany.co.uk 
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