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	Olympic Park - a leading visitor destination within five years


The Olympic Park will become one of Europe’s premier visitor destinations within five years of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Venues including the Stadium, Aquatics Centre and the ArcelorMittal Orbit will become a magnet for visitors, schools and community sport as well as international sporting events and commercial and cultural attractions. Business, creativity and innovation will also be running themes, anchored by the Press and Broadcast Centres and the neighbouring 3 Mills Studio.

The Olympic Park Legacy Company aims to bring the Park’s 250 acres of open space to life through a thriving programme of events and attractions that will capture the imagination of domestic and international visitors.

Work has begun on an events programme to be rolled out from mid 2013 and the Legacy Company is calling on the market to come forward with proposals. These could include cultural festivals, open-air concerts, food markets, sporting and community events and exhibitions.

Margaret Ford, Chair of the Olympic Park Legacy Company, said:

“We have the opportunity to create a destination which is completely unique. The Olympic Park will be a visitor playground, combining world-class sporting events with a host of cultural attractions, sitting alongside Europe’s largest urban shopping centre.
“Its success will be down to good programming that brings the Park to life with a prolific range of activities. We have already begun to map out opportunities so we can have a fantastic programme of activities when the Park re-opens in 2013.”

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, said: 

"London already tops the bill of leading tourist attractions and continues to draw huge numbers of both domestic and international visitors each year. As well as museums, galleries and iconic attractions, we have unrivalled theatre and world class restaurants. Add to this the exciting plans and images unveiled today for the Olympic Park and it is game on. What’s happening right now in the East End is a transformation of seismic proportions and post 2012, this new district will have a thriving programme of events and attractions ready to rival any international city.”

The venues will reopen between 2013 and 2015 for public and community use and the Legacy Company will work with National Governing Bodies for sport and the Government and the Mayor’s Office to bid to host international sporting events such as European and World Championships. Work will begin next year on the process of appointing venue operators.
Notes for editors:
· CGI images of how the future Olympic Park could look are available to download from www.legacycompany.co.uk/legacy-plans
The Olympic Park Legacy Company was established in May 2009 by its founders, the Government and Mayor of London, as a public sector not-for profit company, responsible for the long term planning, development, management and maintenance of the Olympic Park.

For further information contact Andreas Christophorou at the Olympic Park Legacy Company Media Team on +44 (0)20 3288 1777 or +44 (0) 7817 386499 or email: press@legacycompany.co.uk 
Cont.

Olympic Park Legacy Venues:

Stadium – Reopening 2014/15

Capacity and use to be decided 

Aquatics Centre – Reopening 2014

Two 50m pools

2,500 permanent seats, expandable to 3,500 seats

Diving pool and boards

The ArcelorMittal Orbit – Reopening 2013

Public viewing platform floor and private function floor 

Multi-Use Arena – Reopening 2013/2014

Host to a range of indoor sports

6,000 spectator capacity, expandable to 7,500

Lee Valley Velopark – Phased reopening 2013 

Indoor velodrome

With 6,000 seats

External one mile road cycle circuit

External BMX course 

External 6km mountain bike trails

Lee Valley Hockey Centre and Lee Valley Tennis Centre (Eton Manor) – Reopening from 2014 
3,000 capacity hockey stadium

Potential to increase seating up to 15,000 with temporary overlay

Additional flood-lit, hockey training pitch 

4 indoor and 6 outdoor tennis courts

Press and Broadcast Centres – Reopening from 2013 

The Broadcast Centre offers 8,872m2 of office space over five floors and 53,362m2 of commercial space over two floors. 

The five-storey Press Centre will provide around 29,455m2 of prime office space. 
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