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Beyond the Games: 
The future of London 2012 Olympic Park 

Niall McNevin
Director Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability

Olympic Park Legacy Company



The Olympic Family

Olympic Delivery 
Authority (ODA)

Building the Venues & 
Infrastructure

London Organising 
Committee

of the Olympic Games 
and Paralympic Games 

(LOCOG)

Hosting the Athletes & 
Officials. Promoting & 

Staging the Games

Olympic Park 
Legacy Company (OPLC)

Owning & Managing the 
Park, Venues & 
Infrastructure



2012 and Sustainability DNA

Sustainability underpins entire London 2012 programme. by showing how changes 
in the way we build, live, play, work, do business and travel could help us to live 
happy and healthy lives within resources available to us. 2012 Games will set an 
example for how sustainable events and urban planning take place around the 
world. 
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Priority Themes

Environmental
Sustainability

Corporate Delivery Plan

Socio-
economic 

regeneration

Equalities & 
inclusion

Community 
engagement

Sport & health

Strategy and Delivery Plan

Workstreams/projects

Design 
quality

To support the successful delivery of our 6 goals we have a series of cross 
cutting priority themes that inform and underpin all areas of work across the 
company from LMF, events planning, our CSR agenda to estates and
facilities management. 
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Sustainability

Enabling low 
carbon 

& 
resource 
efficient 

lives

Sustainability Policy

Responding
to 

our 
Changing

climate

Making the 
most of 

our 
green assets

Procuring 
sustainably

Supporting 
environmental

innovation

Strategy and Delivery Plan

Workstreams

Making 
sustainability 

a 
commercial 

success

The sustainability policy aims to help the Mayor deliver on his aspiration 
articulated in the London Plan that London becomes a world leader in 
improving the environment locally and globally, taking the lead in tackling 
climate change, reducing pollution, developing a low carbon economy and 
consuming fewer resources and using them more effectively.

Purpose is to provide high level aspiration, vision, objectives and operating 
principles

Overarching objectives:

Enabling Low carbon and resource efficient lives

Adapting to a changing climate

Making the most of our green assets

Enabling objectives:

Procuring sustainably

Supporting environmental innovation

Making sustainability a commercial success



Sustainability

Sustainability Policy

Sustainability Strategy

Responsible Procurement Policy

Cross cutting

policies

Contract Specifications Design briefs
Implementation 
mechanism

Estate & 
facilities 

management

Events 
strategy & 

park 
programme

Masterplan/ 
planning

Infrastructure 
projects

Development 
Strategy

Three overarching objectives:

Enabling Low carbon and resource efficient lives

Adapting to a changing climate

Making the most of our green assets

Three enabling objectives

Procuring sustainably

Supporting environmental innovation

Making sustainability a commercial success

Importance of thinking about energy in use. Design stage where most 
significant carbon benefits can be realised through the reduction in embodied 
carbon and improving energy efficiency. 



Overarching Objectives

Create awareness of and commitment to low-carbon lifestyle by residents

Design to reduce residents’ reliance on cars – public transport, cycling, walking, 
local amenities

Maximise passive building cooling through building design; use green spaces, 
roofs, walls and water bodies for localised cooling

Create external spaces which provide shelter from extreme weather

Create a well irrigated and managed green infrastructure across the  site 

All in conjunction with UK Government sustainability requirements, e.g. “Code for 
Sustainable Homes”



Enabling Objectives

Operating principles:

• Sustainability does not just happen but needs planning and 
management;

• Sustainability is the responsibility of all of those who work for and 
with the company;

• Sustainability requires collaboration and partnership

• Securing and building on the Olympic Inheritance

• Practical delivery now being formulated by the Company



Core themes

Homes inspired by the best of London’s heritage 

Communities that work and grow

A vibrant part of East London

Open spaces and waterways



Core themes

London’s new global attraction

Everyone’s an athlete

Links to everywhere

Fit for the 21st Century

These themes working together represent our commitment to non environmental 
sustainability priorities. 



Fit for the 21 st Century

Mayor’s draft replacement London Plan - “London’s single most important 

regeneration project for the next 25 years”
Supporting social and economic regeneration in East London. Integrating and 

connecting the Olympic Park with surrounding areas

Transforming the Olympic site from a “group of projects” to a “place”

Juxtaposition of urban and natural assets. Park’s differentiating factors are its 

advantage

Olympic Park should provide residential and commercial offer not currently available 

on the market. Opportunity to build on London’s best housing traditions as well 

as campus-style development

Using Olympic assets and the spirit of the Games to create a lasting sports legacy
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Demolish, Dig, Design – the Big Clean 
Up

Dredging to remove 30,000m3 of material



A baseline for sustainable regeneration

• 6.5km of waterways 
• 100 ha / 250 acres of metropolitan open space
• Around 45ha of BAP
• Nearly 10 hectares of meadows and lawns;
• Over six hectares of woodlands, hedgerows and scrub; including for 

wildlife previously living in the Olympic Park
• Protection from 1 in 100 year flood
• 2 million tons of earth decontaminated
• 35km cycle and pedestrian paths
• 30 bridges and underpasses connecting the site

The site selection was based on sustainability considerations- area’s accessibility by 
public transport and potential for regen. 

560 acre site or 2.4 sq km – similar in size to Hyde Park, 2/3 the size of Central 
Park in New York

Unparalleled transport connections – 12 rail lines linking London to the UK and 
Europe, 4 airports (£17 billion invested in transport improvement in the lead up to 
the Games). All of London’s major railway terminals within 35 mins travel from the 
Park

Own train hub, eight train loads a day, each train delivered the equivalent of 75 
lorries of goods. 



Ensuring sustainability:
environmental commitments

Embedded in design across 
• Water 
• Energy 
• Waste
• Climate adaptation

Exemplary targets and infrastructure 
ensure long term sustainability

For example: 

Combined heat and power plants 

Gasification plant feasibility study

Grey water recycling systems

• At heart of legacy, one of the legacy commitments - Exemplary targets and 
infrastructure ensure long term sustainability - zero carbon footprint ambition across 
the whole site. 

• Cofely – providing energy infrastructure in advance of the Games but also have a 
long term contract with us for next 25 years so have secured good deal, economies 
of scale and long term investment from then in terms of new and best environmental 
technologies – like the gasification plant work.  

• Combined heat and power plants – one in the park and one as part of the 
Westfield development. Each has extra capacity to serve wider than just their 
immediate areas to accommodate for future growth and supporting other near by 
area energy demands. 

• Grey water recycling – refers to using non potable water (i.e. not clean drinking 
water) for appropriate uses in contained systems (like toilet flushing and outdoor 
cleaning and watering)  

• Sustainability is also about creating a place that endures and has the endorsement 
of the people who live in and around it – this is fundamental to our legacy plans.  



Powerlines Underground (PLUG)

More than 50 electricity pylons and high voltage cables were removed from the site. 
Cabling was put in two six km long tunnels. 



PLUG



Potable Water Non-Potable Water Foul Drainage Surface Water  Drainage

Water Infrastructure from 2012



Water Demand Reduction Strategy



Installation of non 
potable watermain
in same trench as 
gas main and 
district heating 
pipes



Potential Extension to 
District Heating Network

District Cooling Network

District Heating Network

Energy Centre (CCHP)

Energy Centre (CHP)

Underground power lines

Head house

Link to Genesis Development – 700 Units

Energy Infrastructure from 2012



Transfer Station

Recycling Centre (HWRC)

Materials Recovery Facility 
(MRF)

Metals

Wharf

Existing Waste Infrastructure



Transport 

• Nine tube and rail lines 
serving the site

• 35km of cycle and pedestrian 
paths

• 30 new and existing bridges



Annotated 
plan

Bringing all these features together – we arrive at our masterplan for the site. 

This annotated plan helps to locate some of the key features I’ve highlighted within 
the Park and the timescales in which they are expected to come forward. 



Sustainability 
does not stop at 
the edge



7 years of planning

60 days of playing

Legacy ever after


